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About the Author
Rita Williams-Garcia was born in Queens, New York in 1957. She and her two siblings grew up in Seaside, California, where her father served in the army. She began to read at an early age and displayed an interest in writing throughout her childhood. Her family moved back to New York when Williams-Garcia was in high school. She attended Hofstra University and obtained a job at a marketing company after college, which allowed her to type, print, and send her manuscripts to publishing companies. Williams-Garcia published her first novel, Blue Tights, in 1988 
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California to be a poet; inattentive to the girls when they visit; supports the Black Panthers Children" and advanced a political agenda concerned with employment, housing, and education. However, the organization became infamous both nationally and internationally for its aggressiveness against police officers. FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover supervised a program called "COINTELPRO" to weaken the party's threat and influence in the United States. The program used tactics such as perjury, infiltration, surveillance, and police harassment to achieve its goals. In 1967, Huey Newton was jailed for killing an Oakland police officer, which led to the "Free Huey" campaign, during which people painted posters to show their support, just as the girls do in the novel. Bobby Hutton, a 17-year-old Black Panther, was memorialized after he was killed in an ambush against the police. Although he had surrendered and proved he was unarmed, Hutton was shot to death by officers. In 1969, Black Panther membership reached a peak of 10,000 but began to decline throughout the 1970s and 1980s. 
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Initiating Activities
Use one or more of the following to introduce the novel. 3. Locate Information: Preview the novel with students, discussing the author, the title's meaning, and the cover illustration.
4. Brainstorming/Art: Have students define a mother's role in a child's life and draw a picture portraying their definition. Then, have students explain their drawings.
5. Predictions: Have students complete the I Predict… activity on page 29 of this guide.
Vocabulary Activities
1. Bingo: Give each student a 55 grid and a set of 24 vocabulary words. Have them place the words randomly on their grids, leaving the center space as a "free" spot. A caller chooses definition cards from a pile, and students place markers on the words the definitions match. The first student to get five words in a row-horizontally, vertically, or diagonally-calls out "Bingo!" The winner can call the next game.
2. Word Maps: Have students complete a Word Map (see page 30 of this guide) for six vocabulary words from this guide.
3. Target Word Story: Instruct students to write an original short story using the following vocabulary words from the lists in this guide: pry, fugitive, refrained, documenting, defiant, gesturing, clumsy. Students should highlight the vocabulary words they use in their stories.
4. Vocabulary Memory: Using 35 index cards, have students work in pairs to write words on one set of cards and definitions on another set. Lay all of the cards face down on a desk. Students should then play the Memory Game, turning over cards and trying to match words with their correct definitions. If a student finds a match, he or she should pick up those cards and take another turn. If there is no match, the turn goes to the next player. Play continues until all the cards have been matched, and the player with the most matches wins.
5. Glossary: Ask students to keep a list of any unfamiliar or difficult words they encounter as they read the novel. Have students create a glossary from their lists. Glossaries should include each word's pronunciation, part of speech, and definition as it is used in the novel. 
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Cassius Clay Clouds-Green Stucco House
Three sisters-Delphine Vonetta, and Fern-travel on an airplane from Brooklyn, New York to Oakland, California to see their mother Cecile for the first time since she abandoned them seven years ago. Delphine, the eldest daughter and the novel's narrator, takes responsibility for her younger sisters on their journey. Cecile is late arriving at the airport and shows little interest in the girls. She walks ahead of them, makes them hold their luggage in the taxi, and unceremoniously brings them to her green stucco house. 
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I Predict…
Directions: Spend a few minutes looking at the cover of the novel and flipping through its pages. What can you predict about the characters, the setting, and the problem in the novel? Write your predictions in the spaces below.
From the information you gathered above, do you think you will enjoy reading this novel? Circle your response on the scale below.
Explain your prediction on the lines below. 
